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TEXAS CHURCH MASSACRE 


Air Force: Our error let 
Texas shooter buy gun 


His domestic violence 


was not entered into federal database. 


court-martial 


Police: Gunman may have been driven 
by anger toward estranged wife's family. 


David Montgomery, Richard A. 
Oppel Jr.and Jose A. Delreal 
©2017 The New York Times 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 
— A day after a gunman mas- 
sacred parishioners in a small 
‘Texas church, the Air Force admit- 
ted Monday that it had failed to 
enter the man’s domestic violence 
court-martial into a federal data- 
base that could have blocked him 
from buying the rifle he used to 
kill 26 people. 

‘The conviction of the gunman, 
Devin P. Kelley, for domestic 
assault on his wife and infant step- 
son ~ he had cracked the child's 
skull — should have stopped Kel- 
ley from legally purchasing the 
military-style rifle and three other 
guns he bought in the past four 
years. But that information was 
never entered by the Air Force 
into the federal database for back- 
ground checks on gun purchas- 
ers, the service said. 

“The Air Force has launched 
areview of how the service han- 
dled the criminal records of for- 
mer Airman Devin P. Kelley fol- 
lowing his 2012 domestic vio- 
lence conviction,” the Air Force 
said in a statement. “Federal law 
prohibited him from buying or 
possessing firearms after this 
conviction.” 

‘The statement said that Heather 
Wilson, Air Force secretary, and 
Gen. David Goldfein, Air Force 
chief of staff, had ordered the 
Air Force inspector general to 
work with the Pentagon's inspec- 
tor general to “conduct a com- 


Shooting continued on A6 


ALSO INSIDE 


» Johnnie Langendorff 
(above) describes how he 
and another man chased 
down the gunman, A6 

» A closer look at the gun- 
man’s violent life, A6 


(From left) Jacob Kubena, his brother Zachary, Doug John and his son Shelby set up a memorial of 26 
crossesnear First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Monday. AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


For one family, losses 
span three generations 


Victims in church 
shooting range in age 
from 18 months to 77. 


By Will Wiessert 
and Emily Schmall 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS — 
John Holcombe regularly posted 
upcoming Sunday school lessons 


on his Facebook page for fel- 
low members of the First Baptist 
Church in the tiny South Texas 
community of Sutherland Springs. 
The expectant father said the lat- 
est lesson would continue the 
class’ focus on Exodus. 

The following morning, a gun- 
man’s rampage through the small 
church spared Holcombe’s life — 


Victims continued on A6 


Politics 
mix with 
pigskin at 
UGA game 


Crowds provide a 
forum for candidates 
looking for an edge. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


The University of Georgia's epic 
season has captured the hearts 
of football fans — and anew crop 
of political candidates hungry for 
their votes. 

Like they do every football sea- 
son, contenders are holding tail- 
gates outside the state’s legend- 
ary stadium. But the undefeated 
Bulldogs and their No. 1 rank- 
ing — and the trove of potential 
supporters who pack the stands 
every Saturday — have drawn can- 
didates to Athens like dogs to a 
fire hydrant. 

At Saturday’s game against 
South Carolina, two of the lead- 
ing Republican gubernatorial 
contenders held dueling events a 
short walk from each other: There 
was Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle at the 
Myers Quad, tossing footballs with 
tailgating fans. Across campus, 
Secretary of State Brian Kemp's 
mother and teenage daughter 
handed out campaign swag to 
throngs streaming toward San- 
ford Stadium. 

This is no shock to college foot- 
ball fans in the South used to pol- 
iticians looking to hijack their 
pregame festivities. After all, fer- 
vent football fandom gave rise to 
last year’s nickname for the bloc 
of mostly Southern states that 
banded together to hold their 
parties’ presidential vote on the 
same March day: the SEC primary. 

In the run-up to that contest, 
Marco Rubio and Donald Trump 
waded through crowds of fans to 
toss back a few beers and sam- 
ple barbecue, while Carly Fio- 
rina dodged protesters during 


Politics continued on A8 


TODAY’S ELECTIONS 


What to watch for today as Atlanta voters select a new mayor 


Staff Report 


Voters will cast ballots today 
in what will likely be the first of 
two Atlanta mayoral elections. 

Eight credible candidates have 
spent more than $10 million on 
the race. The crowded field left 
most of the public struggling to 
keep up, and experts predict a 
low turnout. 

For most of the election cycle, 
City Councilwoman Mary Nor- 
wood has led in the polls. But a 
Landmark Communications poll 
released last week showed that 
Keisha Lance Bottoms, a fellow 
city councilwoman and the lone 
African-American woman on the 
ballot, was now in the lead with 
25 percent of respondents indi- 
cating that they favored her. 

Tfno candidate receives a major- 
ity, a runoff will held in December. 


WHENTO VOTE 

Polls are open from 7 a.m. 
until7 p.m. on Election Day, 
except in the city of Atlanta 
where the polls will close at 
8pm. 

Any voter whois waiting in 
line to vote at 7 p.m. (8 p.m. 
in Atlanta) will be allowed 
tovote. 

Peak voting hours are 
historically from 7 a.m. until 
9:30 a.m., 4:30 p.m. until 7 
p.m. and during the lunch 
hour. 


Visit our website tonight 
for results fromallthe 
elections acrossmetro 
Atlanta. 


5 KEYS TO THE MAYORAL VOTE 


E Voter turnout: Predictions 
call for historically low turnout. 
If that’s the case, it would seem 
to favor candidates who've not 
polled in the top two spots. The 
city could be in for a surprise. 


E Kasim Reed's role: How 
much of an impact did Reed's 
endorsement of Keisha Lance 
Bottoms have on the race? Did 
it help or hurt the lone African- 
American woman running for 
mayor? 


m “Super voters”: A low turnout 
means that the most committed 
voters will swing the election. An 
AJC analysis of city voting history 
shows that roughly 12 percent 

of Atlanta’s 250,000 registered 
voters cast ballots in at least five 
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elections since 2013. Are these 
“super voters” gravitating toward 
any one candidate? 


m Women andthe ballot: 
Women make up more than 58 
percent of registered voters in 
Atlanta. And black women make 
up 33 percent of “super voters” 
in the city. Which candidate's 
message resonated with women 
the most? 


E Voter trust: This election 
occurs against the backdrop 
ofa federal investigation 
into a bribery scandal at city 
hall. Former Mayor Shirley 
Franklin predicts victory for 
the candidate whom voters 
believe they can trust. Who 
accomplished that feat? 


Early voters cast ballots at the 
Buckhead library last week. 
Turnout is expected to be low 
for today’s mayoral election. 
CURTIS COMPTON / CCOMPTON@AJC.COM 
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